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September 22, 1905 2046 

The work accomplished is recapitulated as follows: 

People (residents) detained 897 

People (not residents of La Boca) placed in camp and other quarters and de- 
tained 476 

Houses disinfected with sulphur and bichloride of mercury 128 

Houses fumigated with formaldehyd 5 

Houses refumigated and disinfected 13 

Houses washed down weekly with bichloride of mercury solution 1:1,000 (and 

the La Boca wharf) 10 

Rations issued 7, 930 

Rats destroyed (up to July 15) 475 

(Rat destruction is being continued.) 

In conclusion, I invite attention to the fact that we are in constant 
danger of reintroduction of plague, that the importance of freeing 
Panama from rats can not be overestimated, and that this matter 
should receive the most energetic prosecution. 



PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Reports from Manila — No quarantinable diseases — Treatment of leprosy 
at the San Lazaro Hospital. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Heiser reports, August 8, 11, and 17, as 
follows: 

During the week ended July 29, 1905, there were no quarantinable 
diseases reported for the city of Manila. 

Leprosy. — Experiments in the treatment of leprosy by the X ray 
have been conducted at San Lazaro Hospital for a number of months. 

In the fall of 1904 a male adult was treated during a number of 
weeks. He had infiltrations of the left ear and nodules in the cheeks, 
and after a number of treatments he showed marked signs of improve- 
ment. The affected ear measured before treatment about 4 inches in 
its long axis, and after treatment it was reduced to its normal size, 
which was about 2£ inches. Coincident with this the other symptoms 
of leprosy disappeared, and it was no longer possible to find the lep- 
rosy organism in scrapings taken from the skin. In the spring of 
1905 he showed evidences of being afflicted with some chronic disease, 
and died during the early part of July. A careful post-mortem exam- 
ination was made, which showed that death was in all probability due 
to atrophy of the liver. Sections of tissue were removed from both 
superficial and deep structures, and after being properly stained were 
examined for leprosy bacilli, but with negative results. The patholo- 
gist of the bureau of government laboratories reported that he was 
• unable to find leprosy bacilli in sections of the skin taken from the 
same place at which undoubted organisms had been found upon his 
entrance to the hospital. A number of other lepers have also been 
treated with the X ray, many of whom have shown marked improve- 
ment. Two of them have progressed so far that it is no longer pos- 
sible to detect leprosy bacilli in scrapings from the skin. 

During the week no vessels cleared for ports of the United States. 



